
The importance 
of a strong sugar 
industry can be felt 
coast-to-coast.

America’s Sweetest Industry

SUGARBEETS SUGARCANE

Sugar is made from two different crops:



Strong Domestic Industry
• 151,000 hardworking men and women

• Contribute $23.3 billion annually to the U.S. economy

• Sugar companies are either farmer-owned cooperatives, 
employee-owned, or family-owned businesses

• Supports family farms and jobs in rural and urban 
communities with $5.7 billion in annual wages and 
benefits

Supply Chain Resilience
• More than 90 strategically located domestic factories, 

mills, refineries and storage facilities provide for customer 
needs and are critical to national food security

Made in America



TODAY’S SUGAR POLICY…
Designed to Cost Taxpayers $0
Loans, Not Payments
The Farm Bill authorizes the USDA to offer loans to America’s 
sugar producers to store sugar for consumers. These loans are 
repaid with interest.

Allows for Sugar Imports
Preferential market access is provided to 41 countries, making 
America the 3rd largest sugar importer in the world.

A Unique Policy for a Unique Commodity

Sugar policy is in the Farm Bill. 
The last Farm Bill was passed in 2018 
and will be considered again in 2023.

Sugar policy keeps sugar prices affordable…
single chocolate bar contains less than two cents worth of sugar

Front Line of Defense 
More than 100 countries produce sugar,      
many with inefficient producers who rely 
heavily on government subsidies. They often 
dispose of surplus sugar on the world market, 
usually below cost of production. Our policy 
prevents this heavily subsidized sugar from 
flooding our market.

Top Global Sugar Subsidizers



Sweet Impact of the Sugar Industry

The sugar industry is vital to the communities where we live and work. 
We are committed to strengthening the social well-being of our neighborhoods.

Supports 
multi-generational
family farms

Contributes 
to local
charities

Invests in our 
workforce through 
training and 
educational 
opportunities

Partners with 
unions

Protects the 
planet with our 
commitment to 
sustainability

Reduces waste 
by creating 
important 
co-products


