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U.S. Sugar Policy: Achieving a Stronger Safety Net
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High-Tier Refined Cane Sugar Price World white (#5)

Savannah explosion lost 
almost 1 million tons 
refined. USDA increased 
M 1.3 mil tons between 
FY08 and FY11 (7 acts)

750K tons lost to beet 
freeze Nov 2019. USDA, 
to date, increased M 2.9 
mil tons  (18 acts)

Hurricanes Rita, 
Katrina and Wilma 
plus flooding in RRV.  
USDA took 11 actions 
to increase M 1.7 mil 
tons between FY05 
and FY06

Three major supply disruptions since 2000: Severe shortages ==> high prices ==> high-tier imports
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High-Tier Imports by Type, October 2022-May 2024

Raw Refined Specialty

Percent of High Tier Imports by Type

Raw Refined
Specialt

y SCP
FY 2023 Percent 42.9% 49.9% 6.8% 0.4%
FY 2024 Percent To 
Date 71.3% 24.7% 3.5% 0.5%



What is the Purpose of the Sugar Program?

The following presents legislative history of the sugar 
program in the 1934 Act, which is where current sugar 
program lies. Congress' intention has remained 
unchanged.
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Sources: World Bank, Population, Total for United States [POPTOTUSA647NWDB], retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis; Economic Research Service Sugar and Sweeteners Yearbook Tables.
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