
5 REASONS TO SUPPORT U.S. SUGAR POLICY
U.S. sugar policy puts American food security and American farmers first

American farmers supply about 75% of the U.S. demand for sugar. U.S. sugar 
policy ensures that the supply of an essential ingredient like sugar is not entirely in 
the hands of foreign governments.  

American-made sugar is good for the economy

Our 11,000 family farmers support more than 151,000 good jobs across more than 
2 dozen states. We contribute $23.3 billion annually to the U.S. economy.

American-made sugar is good for consumers

We’ve invested heavily in a strong domestic supply chain to ensure that our 
customers – from food manufacturers to everyday Americans stocking their pantry 
– always have sugar available.

America’s sugar industry creates jobs and drives community investment

In many rural areas, the sugar industry is the cornerstone of local and regional 
economies. In some cities, it is often one of the few remaining manufacturing 
employers. The survival of many American communities is tied to the survival of 
local sugar operations.

America’s sugar industry is efficient and productive

American sugar producers are efficient and meet some of the highest labor, 
environmental, and food quality standards in the world. Producers utilize all parts 
of the crop to reduce waste and create beneficial co-products. 
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The Schlagel family, Colorado sugarbeet farmers



DID YOU KNOW?
Americans consume a lot fewer added sugars today than we 
did 20 years ago! Added sugars intake has plummeted 30% 
over the past 2 decades, while obesity has spiked by 40% 
over the same time.

Sugar accounts for only 2¢ of 
the cost of a chocolate bar. Peer-
reviewed academic research shows 
that companies do not lower 

the price of sugar-
sweetened products 
when the cost of 

sugar decreases.

In the Red River Valley spanning 
Minnesota, North Dakota, and South 
Dakota, sugarbeet harvest runs for 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week if conditions 
are right.

Louisiana is the northern-most 
location in the world where 
sugarcane is grown commercially.

Each sugarbeet contains roughly a half pound 
of sugar – so it only takes about 8 beets to 
make a standard sized bag of sugar, like the 
ones you find at the grocery store! 

Barn owls native to Florida are used in 
Florida’s sugarcane fields to naturally 
control the rodents that damage 
crops. This local farming practice got 
its start from a high school science fair 
project!


