U.S. SUGAR POLICY
KEEPS IT SWEET IN
AMERIGA TOP GLOBAL

SUGAR SUBSIDIZERS

U.S. sugar policy provides an important safety net
while also serving as a critical defense for American
farmers and workers. Congress recognizes that

a nation’s ability to feed itself is fundamental and

a strong U.S. sugar policy reinforces our national
food security.

@ Brazil: $2.5 B/yr

Sugar is among the world's most distorted
commodity markets and American farmers
continue to be threatened by predatory
international trade practices.

Thailand: $1.3 B/yr

India: $17.6 B/yr

More than 100 countries produce sugar, and
virtually all sugar-producing countries offer
government subsidies, market protections,
or trade restrictions to their domestic sugar
industries. Most do not meet the same

high labor, environmental, and food quality
standards as U.S. farmers and workers.

Approximately 70% of the world's sugar
exports come from just three heavy-hitting
subsidizers.

Those subsidies fuel sugar overproduction.
Instead of allowing their own markets to be
flooded with cheap sugar, heavy-subsidizing
countries dump surplus sugar on the distorted
global market. That drives world sugar prices
below what it would cost to produce that
sugar without government supports. Foreign
countries still charge a higher price for sugar
sold in their own market.




U.S. SUGAR
POLICY:

A MORE LEVEL
PLAYING FIELD

U.S. sugar policy provides a more
level playing field for America's
farmers and workers by not allowing
unlimited duty-free imports.
Congress has repeatedly reaffirmed
the importance of maintaining the
farm safety net. The sugar provisions
in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act
provide our producers with more
certainty in the face of increased risk.

HOW SUGAR POLICY WORKS
& WHY OUR FARMERS NEED IT

LOANS, NOT CHECKS, OFFERED TO PRODUCERS

Sugar producers are not paid until a customer takes
delivery of the sugar, which could be several months after
harvest. During that time, sugar producers bear the cost of
storing the sugar. To bridge that gap, the U.S. government
offers short-term loans on sugar held in storage, allowing
our producers to cover their operating costs. Once the
sugar is sold, delivered, and paid for by a customer,
producers repay the government loan with interest.

ACCOUNTS FOR IMPORTS

Existing trade commitments guarantee preferential
market access to 41 countries. Domestic production plus
foreign imports ensure American consumers and food
manufacturers always have sugar available.

Shelby Duplantis,
Louisiana sugarcane farmer




