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Grafton, North Dakota

Emma Torkelson is a first-generation sugarbeet
grower who, in addition to farming, works as a
Sales Agronomist.

You just planted your first sugarbeet crop in 2019. Why

did you decide to start farming? What has been the W
biggest challenge growing sugarbeets? The biggest Q

reward?

Interesting Fact

Only 2.5 months
after having her
second child,
Emma was back
on a tractor and in

"I grew up helping out on a neighbor’s farm here in rural
North Dakota, since they don't have a successor to take
over the operation. After college, | started working as an
agronomist, but | always missed the farm work. When my
neighbor asked if I'd be interested in renting some land ' .
and planting my own sugarbeets, it was a no brainer. The the field planting.
hardest part so far, obviously, is the financial side. Starting
out as a first-generation farmer was tough. I've had a lot
of help from my neighbor, and I work a full-time job off the
farm to supplement income. If | didn't have sugarbeets

on my farm, | wouldn't have been able to keep farming
financially. The biggest reward growing sugarbeets has
been the growth of the farm. I've accomplished so much
that | didn't think was possible.”

What would you say to critics of U.S. sugar policy?

"People forget that there's real people and real families
that need U.S. sugar policy, and that lives depend on it.
There's a reason that this policy is in place. It's not just
some government handout or some government subsidy
protection program for the U.S. farmer. It's in place for a
necessary reason and it takes care of and provides for a lot
of people.”



