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Wilder, Idaho

Miguel is a first-generation sugarbeet grower who
started on his own with just 20 acres in Wilder, Idaho.

You're a first-generation sugarbeet grower who started
with just 20 acres. What prompted you to begin farming
sugarbeets? What are some challenges you've faced? What
are some wins that you've experienced?

“Sugarbeets are one of the main cash crops in Idaho and have
been a profitable, stable crop for decades. The biggest challenge
is access to capital; there's a barrier to entry. For young, first-
generation farmers, it's a real hurdle to get over. You may need
hundreds of thousands or millions of dollars to run a large farm
operation. As far as big wins go, we've gotten better at growing
sugarbeets and learned a lot about disease management and
fertility. We've been able to grow our farm from that first 20
acres to over 500 acres, with 200 of those being sugarbeets.”

Your wife did not grow up around agriculture, and now you're
raising your four kids on the farm. What's something farming
teaches your family that they can’t learn anywhere else?

"l want to give them the same lifestyle that | had growing up.
Long-term, | hope they can develop their farming skills and join
the farm, if they want to become the second generation. There
is no pressure to do so, but | want the opportunity to be there
for them. Regardless, | hope they can take the skills they learned
on the farm and that work ethic and take it to whatever they're
going to do in life”

Interesting Fact

Miguel's love of
agriculture began
early, growing

up with his dad
who worked on a
potato farm.



